


Knife Crime: Keeping Safe 
Information for Parents and Carers 

Man1:i parents and carers worr1:i about Rnife crime and how it might affect their child. News reports and social media 

can ma Re these concerns feel euen greater, particularll:J if incidents haue happened localll:J. Although Rnife crime has 

fallen in recent 1:iears, man1:i families still understandabll:J worr1:i about their child's safet1:i. 

What does the Law say? 
It is illegal to carr1:i a Rnife, blade, sharpll:J pointed 

item or an1:i offensiue weapon in a public place 

without a ualid reason, and carr1:iing something for 

"protection" is not a legal defence. 

• This includes items carried in

a bag, uehicle or on behalf of 

someone else. 

• Offensiue weapons can be items designed,

adapted or intended to cause injurl:J. 

• It is also illegal to use a weapon in a

threatening wa1:i or to sell most Rniues and 

weapons to an1:ione under 18. 

• Conuictions can haue serious consequences,

affecting education, emplo1:iment and future 

opportunities. 

Weapons and child exploitation 

Why might a child 
decide to carry a knife? 

e Some 1:ioung people carr1:i a Rnife because 

thel:J belieue their friends or other 1:ioung 

people are doing the same. 

• Thel:J ma1:i worr1:i about fitting in or feel

pressure to match others' behauiour, or thel:J 

ma1:i also carr1:i a Rnife because thel:J want 

to �t in or ouoid oppeoring uulneroble. /;fl 
• Thel:J ma1:i be influenced/misled bl:J the t:::} 

media and belieue it is what their peers do.

• Frequentll:J, thel:J fear being a uictim of a Rnife

attacR so therefore carr1:i a Rnife for 

protection, often without an1:i intention of 

using the Rnife. 

As parents, concerns about Rnife crime can be 

worr1:iing. Young people ma1:i belieue that carr1:iing 

a Rnife will Reep them safe, but carr1:iing a weapon 

can increase the risR of serious harm and ma1:i 

result in it being used against them. 

Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE) is a form of abuse where children are manipulated, pressured or forced into criminal 

actiuitl:J for someone else's benefit. People who exploit children often build trust bl:J offering friendship, attention, 

mone1:i, gifts or a sense of protection before expecting something in return. As part of this, some children ma1:i be 

drawn into carr1:iing drugs, mone1:i or weapons. If a 1:ioung person is carr1:iing a Rnife, it ma1:i be a sign that thel:J are 

being exploited, feel unsafe, or are being pressured bl:J others. 

Warning signs of exploitation can include ... 

Unexplained mone1:i or gifts, changes in behauiour, new or older friendship groups, 

increased secrec1:i, sta1:iing out late, going missing, trauelling to unfamiliar places, 

or carr1:iing items such as phones, drugs or weapons for others. These signs do not 

alwa1:is indicate exploitation, but thel:J ma1:i suggest a child needs extra support. 








