
Game Of Thrones

Having binge watched the TV series in 
lockdown, reading the book seemed 
like the next best option.  As a fantasy 
novel it instantly draws you in, the 
style of writing is so immersive. A 
story of imagined worlds, politics and 
dragons, it really does submerge you 
into it and becomes addictive. The 
only issue is, Martin seems to struggle 
to end his novels - with 8 books 
already in the series and more coming 
it takes dedication to read them all!



Where The 
Crawdads Sing

‘Where the Crawdads Sing’ is a murder 
mystery intertwined with a coming of age 
plot by Delia Owens who, like Kya, spent a 
lot of time in the outdoors and wilderness 
as a young girl. We see in Kya’s blissful yet 
lonely life, spent in her shack along the 
marsh. 

The murder mystery events of the novel 
make it that much more intriguing to read 
and allows your mind to wonder about all of 
the possibilities and tie up the loose ends. 



The Maze Runner
This dystopian book explores the lives 
of young boys trapped in a maze with 
no memory of their previous life – each 
chapter leaves you wanting to know 
more with the question of who put 
them there and can they escape? The 
films are well known but they go “off 
track” to what Dashner had written, I 
highly recommend this book if you’re a 
fan of The Hunger Games! 

The book is the first of a trilogy and it 
becomes more emotional as you read 
on; alongside this are other books 
Dashner has created to fit in with the 
dystopian world. 



American Psycho

This book delves into extreme 
detail which tries to distract 
the reader from the evil and 
satanic nature of Patrick 
Bateman. This novel mostly 
covers the American Dream 
and the false illusions of 
wealth. The social and 
political issues are 
investigated through the pure 
evil thinking by the 
characters, who are 
disillusioned by America in 
the 1980s. 



A novel set in The Golden Age, where a 
nouveau riche man named Jay Gatsby throws 
extravagant parties which are attended by 
thousands, except Daisy Buchanan who he 
throws these parties for. Jay Gatsby is in love 
with Daisy who is a married woman, whose 
husband, Tom Buchanan, is having an affair 
with Myrtle, a woman who is from a different 
social class. Daisy is torn between her marriage 
and pursuing a relationship with Jay Gatsby. A 
book that ends with death, also focuses on 
issues of love and social class.

The Great Gatsby 



Numbers by Rachel Ward

NUM8ERS is Rachel Ward's 
debut novel about a young girl named Jem 
with her unique ability that fractures time 

and how life is meant be carried out. 
When Jem looks into people’s eyes, she 
can see their number; the specific date 

and time of that person's death. Knowing 
the date of our death is something we 

have always daydreamed about, but when 
we have that knowledge we cannot learn 

it. 

Once you see it, you see it. This is an easy 
read, a gripping thriller with three books in 

total.



The Light Between Oceans is a moving 
novel surrounding a man and women’s 
desperation for parenthood. Following a 
lifeboat and child washing up on shore, 
their misplaced intentions lead them to 
raising the child as their own, hidden away 
from authorities and the outside world on 
this isolated island. 

Stedman creates a plot line that forces 
readers to question their own moral 
standing and allows us to sympathize with 
their constant inner conflict. On a whole 
the novel emphasises the consequences 
of good people making bad decisions in a 
simplistic and enticing way.

The Light Between Oceans



France, 1714: in a moment of desperation, a young 

woman makes a bargain to live forever and is 

cursed to be forgotten by everyone she meets.

Thus begins the extraordinary life of Addie LaRue, 

and a sad,exciting that will play out across centuries 

and continents, across history and art, as a young 

woman learns how far she will go to leave her mark 

on the world.

But everything changes when, after nearly 300 

years, Addie stumbles across a young man in a 

hidden bookstore and he remembers her name

Really sad :)



Pride and Prejudice

‘Pride and Prejudice’ is a 19th century 
romantic novel by Jane Austen that depicts 
the relationship between Elizabeth Bennet 
and Mr Darcy. Despite being a romance, they 
have a difficult relationship due to the fact 
that the pair were unconventionally 
portrayed showing them as intellectually 
equal which leads to frequent debates and 
disagreements. Unlike other novels written at 
the time, ‘Pride and Prejudice’ shows the 
female protagonist as witty and outspoken in 
a positive light.



Americanah is about a Nigerian woman Imefelu 
who immigrates to the U.S to attend university. She 
moves to Princeton to finish the medical training 
she started in Nigeria. The novel opens in the Ivy 
League enclave of Princeton, New Jersey. Ifemelu 
likes living there because “she could pretend to be 
someone else…someone adorned with certainty” 
Yet she has to go to the largely black city of Trenton, 
nearby, to have her hair braided as she prepares to 
go back to Nigeria 13 years later. The story accounts 
for her life past and present retelling her 
experiences of Nigeria and why she moved.  I 
haven’t finished the novel I am half way through but 
it is all about female empowerment and leaving her 
home country it also tracks her evolution from her 
growing up to retelling her first love.  

Americanah



Totally Frank – Frank Lampard’s 
Autobiography

Fascinating story about Frank Lampard’s upbringing into 
the world of football, includes many detailed encounters 
with managers and players, his move from his boyhood 

club of Aston Villa to becoming a club legend at Chelsea. 
He underlines the many hardships that are often 

overlooked as a professional footballer, dealing with and 
overcoming injury, dealing with constant criticism on and 
off the pitch, as well as trying to live a normal life whilst 

being the best young footballer at the time.  



“Becoming Michelle Obama” is a must read memoir of 
the former First Lady of the USA Michelle Obama, 

published in 2018. She found her voice and made her 
own way, in a male dominated world. She finds the 
perfect work/ life balance between being Malia and 

Sasha’s mother, to being a “Boss Lady” and leading in 
top managerial roles. Her warm, wise and revelatory 

words inspire you to never settle for less than you 
know you are and to constantly keep pushing.  She 

yearns to fill her life with meaning and 
accomplishment, consequently Michelle Obama has 
emerged as one of the most iconic and compelling 

women of our era. 



The song of Achilles 
It is  told from the perspective of Patroclus an exiled prince 
who finds an unbreakable friendship with Achilles. Despite 
Achilles prophecy "Two fates bear me on to the day of death. 
My journey home is gone, but my glory never dies.” he 
withholds his friendship with Patroclus. Both Achilles and 
Patroclus find themselves fighting in the Trojan war and we 
bear witness to the challenges and obstacles both men have 
to overcome when they are awakened to the knowledge that 
Achilles will die after the war. The book doesn’t shy away from 
the realities of battle or glamorize Achilles’ side of the conflict. 
Instead she pays particular attention to the challenges of the 
leaders’ egos and the unconjurable things they do.

We have Patroclus who shows kindness and courage without 
the expectance of a reward and men like Achilles who become 
brutal for authority and glory. 

All around the book is an emotional retelling of an inevitable 
tragedy between two people who have an unbreakable 
connection despite the world they live in. 



The Great Passage

While the story follows the main character following his 

passion of words through the writing of the dictionary, 

through writing the dictionary he finds the warmth of human 

connection, causing to the friendships he gained, while 

these friendships changed his life in the way he now 

understands himself better as a person as through the novel 

he accepts himself more and more. It's not that he became 

more confident or proud but more so that he found himself 

with those who helped him write the dictionary he was able 

to achieve the person he is now.. Moreover, throughout the 

novel as we see him grow as a character, we see him face 

other challenges such as love and grief and towards the 

end of the novel and the dictionary is nearly finished, we 

gather a sense of acceptance as he looks back on what 

he's achieved and the power the words hold what connects 

everything together.


