
Preparation for A-level Geography 

A-level Topic: Global systems and global governance 

Key Question: How is Antarctica threatened by humans?  

Key Terms: Global common, Antarctic Treaty, Tourism, UN, International Whaling Commision 

What to watch What to read What to do 
 
https://www.ecowatch.com/ice-shelf-
twice-the-size-of-manhattan-is-about-to-
break-off-from-antar-1882192917.html  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLGgIL
Uqbcc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Almighty Dollar  
 
(extra reading on google classroom) 
 
Antarctica 
https://www.coolantarctica.com/ 
https://www.scar.org/   
https://www.livescience.com/50850-
antarctica-larsen-ice-shelf-collapsing.html  
 
Protecting Antarctica 
http://www.un-documents.net/ocf-10.htm  
http://wealthofthecommons.org/  
https://www.sustainabledevelopment2015.
org/  

Use the resources to write notes for the 
following:  

● What is a global common? 
● Antarctica as a Global Common - 

background research  (location, 
climate, etc) 

● Threats to Antarctica (Climate 
change, fishing & whaling, mineral 
resources, tourism and scientific 
research) 

● Reducing the threats 
 
Extension: Should the Antarctic Treaty be 
extended post 2048? 

What to submit 
 
There is extra guidance on the google slides on google classroom: 

1. Create a summary page on Antarctica as a Global common 
 

2. Explain the concept of ‘global commons’ [4 marks] AO1 
 

3. To what extent is Antarctica threatened by humans? [20 marks] 
           AO1 - 10 marks 
           AO2 - 10 marks 
 

4. ‘In a globalising world the use of the global common of Antarctica can never be sustainable.’ How far do you agree with this 
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view? [20 marks] 
AO1 - 10 marks 
AO2 - 10 marks 

 


